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ments for your kindness, three pamphlets on the subject of the fishes to be found in the basins of our " Far West." This subject, to which you desired his attention to be called, is a very important part of the ichthyology of all North America, to which he has devoted himself ever since he has been among us, and has made a collection which is already become of great value, and to which he is constantly making large additions. The three pamphlets in question I forwarded to you immediately, sending them through Mr. Cass, our Secretary of State, and the diplomatic channel; so that if you have not already received them from our Minister in Berlin, he will no doubt transmit them tQ you very soon after this letter reaches you.
I enclose you a copy of the translation of your letter to me. I caused it to be printed first in the " Boston Courier " of June 9, and from that journal it has been copied all over the country, into all sorts of newspapers. I think that not less than half a million of such copies of it have thus been distributed ; so universal is the interest felt in, your person and fame throughout the United States.
Everywhere it has produced the same effect; astonishment and gratitude for your continued health and strength, and for your unim-
hiin a friend who was very dear to me. He was a man of great talent, and at the same time of a noble character. He was admirable for the elevation anil independence of his opinions. By making enormous sacrifices he, was able to form a choice library, not only of anatomy, physiology, and zoology, but one that extended over all the physical sciences. It consists of more than three thousand volumes, well bound, and of as many more, volumes containing dissertations, so difficult to collect. Mr. Miiller spent nearly eight hundred tha-lers a year [six hundred dollars] for binding alone. It would be sad to sue a collection dispersed and broken up which was made with so much cure. Since duplicates are dreaded in Europe, I cannot help fearing lest this line collection should cross the great Atlantic river. I have almost the air of exciting your appetite when I thus present myself before you as a citizen of the world, while the " Church Journal " of Vienna calls me, in capital letters, a naturalist assassin of souls, Se.('.Lcni)iUT(l('-T.
Accept, I beg yon, my dear and respected friend, the renewal of the high and aifoctionate consideration which, for so many years, I have given to your talents and to your character.
A. v. HUMUOLDT.
BERLIN, 0 May, 1H58.
Since so many benevolent persons, colored as well as white, in the United States, take an interest in rno, it would be agreeable to mo, my de.ar friend, if this letter, translated into English by you, could be printed, without omitting what relates to our mutual friendship. If you think it necessary you can add that I have myself begged of you this publication, because I leave unanswered so many letters that are addressed to me.eseen. We [ could, in fact, adapt our reading to our real wants and best interests ^ much more than we do now, and so do much more by it for the gen-                            | eral improvement and elevation of the national character. Ion	for thrre Mn-i-i^-ivi* days uith otfi-r	* of kindnrv-*, and intiiiKi-
